
TERMINILOGY



ANATOMY DEFINED

ÅAnatomy 
Å the study of structure and the relationships among 
structures.

ÅSubdivisions 
Åsurface anatomy, gross anatomy, radiological 
anatomy, embryology, cytology, histology and 
pathological anatomy 



anatomical position

Åbody erect; head, eyes, toes 
directed forward; 
upper limbs at the 
side of the body, 
with palms directed forward

Å  



DIRECTIONAL TERMS

ÅDirectional terms are used to 
precisely locate one part of the 
body relative to another and to 
reduce length of explanations.



1. medial - nearer or towards the median plane

2. lateral - further from the median plane

3. anterior or ventral - nearer to the front of the body

4. posterior or dorsal - nearer to the back of the body

5. superior or cephalic - nearer to the top of the head

6. inferior or caudal - nearer to the bottom of the feet                                  DIRECTIONS

7. superficial - towards the surface of an organ or the body

8. deep - towards the center of an organ or the body

9. proximal - nearer the point of origin or attachment

10. distal - further from the point of origin or attachment 





Nervous system

ÅPeripheral nervous system

ÅCentral nervous system



Central nervous system
Central part: Brain and 
spinal cord.
Peripheral part 
composed of 12 pairs 
cranial and 31 pairs 
spinal nerves.
The peripheral nervous 
system is divided into 
the somatic nervous 
systemand 
the autonomic nervous 
system.









Intervertebral foramen



exit of spinal nerves from the vertebral column





Somatic nervous system



Visceral nervous system







Cranial nerves



Anastomosis

ÅThe circulatory anastomosis is further 
divided into arterial and venous 
anastomosis. Arterial anastomosis 
includes actual arterial anastomosis and 
potential arterial anastomosis.









sesamoid - bones which develop within a tendon; patella, pisiform 



Parts of young bone





Blood 
supply of 
bone









Periosteum


